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Abstract: The purpose of the proposed action is to provide an improved transportation system
in Jo Daviess and Stephenson Counties, to provide a transportation facility that will properly
address existing and projected system deficiencies and to improve the safety and efficiency of
the existing transportation system. The proposed action will integrate the needs of increased
development, system capacity, travel safety, community access, and system continuity. The
Preferred Alternate will provide a high-type muiti-lane highway with an appropriate connection to
the four-lane facility west of lllinois Route 84, and extending 75.6 km (47 miles) to the east,
gonnecting to a previously approved four-lane facility east of Bolton Road, northwest of
reeport.

The Preferred Alternate includes the displacement of 34 residences and 3 businesses. Of the
34 residential displacements, 25 are farmsteads containing 103 buildings. Agricultural
impacts include the loss of 842 acres of prime farmland, severance of 98 parcels and
landlock 34 parcels. The project will require 2,760 acres of right-of-way. Natural resource
impacts include the loss of 111 hectares (274 acres) of upland forest communities,
fragment forested habitat for neotropical migrant species of birds, the loss of 1.47
hectares (3.63 acres) of wetlands, involve four longitudinal floodplain encroachments,
the placement of 22,298 square meters (240,017 square feet) of fill into 12 base (100-year)
floodplains and cause visual impacts in the Apple River area. Mitigation is being
provided for upland forest, Neotropical migrants, and wetland impacts.
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